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Monthly Flea Market Events
August 6-8 is Tax Free Weekend. Go to: http://tn.gov/revenue/salestaxholiday/ to learn what items are eligible, and be prepared for your customers.
Coming September 29th is the MDA lock-up for Jerry’s kids.

Fun Dates to Celebrate
August 2nd is National Ice Cream Sandwich Day.
August 15-21st is Air Conditioning Appreciation Week. Pretty sure we have already been appreciating our a/c.
August 11th is Play in Sand Day. Go get in the sandbox with those kids!
August 13th is Annie Oakley’s birthday. She was born in 1860.
August 29th is Ron Hughes birthday. Happy Birthday Ron and keep up the fantastic work you do at the market every week!
Around Town Special Events
     The next TN Flea Market Association meeting will be in September in Tunica, MS. We should know the date shortly, so let us know if you are interested in attending. 
      August 14th Go check out the “Cars, Crafts and Music Festival in downtown Sevierville. It goes from 10am-10pm, so we will have plenty of time to check it out after work, and it won’t be quite so hot in the evening. 


FEATURE STORY
     Jeri Garner, essentially our company’s slave, has been arrested! Her bail has been set at $3200. Muscular Dystrophy Association has taken Jeri into custody to raise money to help with research and care for kids suffering from this debilitating disease. You can visit: https://www.joinmda.org/sevier10/tennesseebusiness/,
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to make a donation, or drop your donation off at the office and we will make sure it is applied toward Jeri’s bail. Please help Jeri and Great Smokies Flea Market make this year’s MDA fundraising effort a terrific success!

Turkey Creek Public Market
     We know everyone is eager to learn more about Turkey Creek Public Market. We still do not have any new information, but can offer a little help. We have a Facebook page that we plan to use to release information as we can, in addition to newsletters, so become a fan and be informed as quickly as we are at The Flea Press.
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  Please be sure all your boxes are being placed at the balers. Filling interior trash cans with them clutters up the aisles and makes everything look bad for our customers. 
     Please bring your updated copies of business licenses to the office; we need to keep those on file as well as your posted copy in your booth. 

Shopkeeper Tips for Higher Profits
     There are lots of simple things, you can do to boost your sales. The easiest, but perhaps the most time consuming, it to rearrange your stock from time to time and create displays. Putting your items in a usable setting or moving something from the back of your booth to the front could create a sale, especially if you have something unusual. 
     Also, try to leave as much space as possible at the entrance of your booth to allow people to get into the area to see your offerings. If it is cluttered or the front is mostly blocked off, the customer will not be interested in fighting to get into the space, especially if someone else is already browsing.


Social Media Updates
     We are ever closer to reaching 1,000 fans on Facebook. As of this printing, we had 982 fans. Please use our Facebook page to mention your products and specials, and add links to your website. There are a high number of visits to the page each day, and this mode of free advertising will get you some exposure.
     The flea market website has a new webmaster, and he is anxious to get the shopping directory booming! Please send us your booth information and we will put in on the website. This is another mode of free advertising, especially knowing you can add up to 6 pictures to your listing.  The vendors already listed on the website have seen increased traffic at both their booths and their websites.
     Email your pictures and booth information to kathygsfm@gmail.com and we will get it posted on the website.

Flea Market Ministry
     The Flea Market Ministry has services every Sunday morning from 8-9am. Come as you are and enjoy some divine inspiration before you begin your work day. 
     The food bank is still looking for donations as well as giving to those in need. Please see Julie at booth J7 if you want to donate or are in need. There is also a bin in the warehouse where you can leave your donation anonymously if you prefer.
     As we get closer to fall and continue to prepare our harvest either from our own gardens or from gardens and orchards of others, let us remember the Lord gave us this time to enjoy and prepare for winter. Seeing the fresh fruits and vegetables grown from the ground 

     He created allows us to see the fruits of our labor through the growth of foods and creation of other useful things from things grown, such as clothes and even paper.  Godly love is shown through our labors and willingness to share with others in need.
      As we continue to enjoy the last of the summer season, remember to look around you and give thanks to the Lord for all the blessings bestowed upon us simply by looking at the creations and the beauty that surrounds us.

Area History
     We thought we add a little history lesson to this month’s newsletter. Our first being, where Kodak gets its name.  After a lot of research, there is really no clear answer to this question. So we decided it has to do with the picture below.
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     This is the Kodak Flourmill owned by the Kodak Milling Company, was built in 1916. It is still standing today as a reminder of the times of old. Perhaps a family name had something to do with the naming of Kodak. If anyone knows the answer to the question, how did Kodak really get its name, we would love to know. Coming next month…historic landmarks around the area and how they affected our lives today.




Featured Vendor
     We have to feature Darrell Batchelor owner of “Monster Tees” this month. He is one of a handful of vendors that have been here since the flea market began.  If you are looking for a funny saying, inspirational, appreciation for work done, recognition or just a certain color, Darrell is sure to have it. He also carries wind chimes and other decorative items, and keeps that side of the market entertained with good music!
     When he is not here at the flea market, you can find him almost every Friday and Saturday night line dancing the night away at Cotton Eyed Joe’s. As we at The Flea Press have learned, if you show up down there, he will bring out on the floor and teach you how to dance! He and his family just purchased a home up in Greenville, and are loving the farm setting life. We saw some pictures recently, and it is certainly a beautiful home! Congrats to Darrell and keep up the terrific work with all your offerings to make Great Smokies Flea Market the biggest and best flea market in the Southeast!!

Let us know what you think!
     As you have probably noticed, we have rolled out a new format for our newsletter. Let us know what you think, or if there are other topics that you the vendor would be interested in reading about each month. 
     We want to make The Flea Press the must have information highway for all our vendors. Your feedback is appreciated and needed. 
     We will publish letters to the editor for new ideas for the market, or any thoughts you might have. We are always looking for birthdays and anniversaries to publish and share with everyone. Please let us know if you have anything to add to our monthly newsletter.
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