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We at the Great Smokies Flea Market hope our vendor family had a wonderful holiday with your families, and we wish everyone the best of the best for the New Year.
January Events
             New Year’s Day January 1.					          Ben Franklin’s birthday January 17.	
             Schools start back January 4. 					          Martin Luther King Jr. Day January 18.
Reminders

Flea Market management wants to remind everyone about your business licenses and tax registration certificates. There are a number of city and county business licenses that have expired as of December 31, 2009. Also, all temporary sales tax registration certificates must be updated for 2010. Ms. Linda has those certificates available in the office, as well as a list of vendors who need updates. Please see her with questions.

Flea Market Ministry
By: Julie Moyers

Hello, my name is Julie Moyers. I am in charge of the food program here at the flea market.  I need your help.  We now have 20 families or more per week to feed. If every vendor would give a canned good or box of cereal or other non-perishable food item, it would help me feed all these people. Please try to bring something to booth J7 and help these needy families, or if you are need come see me. Thank you and God Bless…


Counterfeit Detection

A little bird told us at the Flea Press that you guys would like some information on how to detect counterfeit bills. Here are several steps:
1. Counterfeit detector pens. These can be purchased at office supply stores and will put a gold mark on “real” money, a black or brown mark on the fake stuff.
2. Feel the texture of the bill. Genuine currency has slightly raised ink from a specialized printing process. 
3. If in doubt, compare the bill in question with another one.  Hold the suspicious bill up beside another one. Different denominations look different, so be sure to get a bill of the same denomination to compare with. 
continued on page 2

4. Look at the print quality. Real bills are printed using techniques that cannot be replicated. Look for blurry areas, especially around the borders, real bills have clear, unbroken borders, the Treasury Seal should have well-defined saw tooth points that appear sharp and well-defined. The portraits in real bills contain fine details that would appear blurry on a fake.
5. There are colored strands embedded in the paper. There are tiny blue and red fibers embedded in the paper. Counterfeiters sometimes try to print these lines on the paper, but if you look closely you can tell the difference.
6. Look at the watermark. The watermark portrait should match the printed one. The $5 has a “5” watermark instead of Lincoln on the new ones. $1’s have no watermark. 
7. Check the serial numbers, make sure they match; they are evenly spaced and perfectly aligned. 
8. All bills except the $1 and $2 have a plastic strip running from top to bottom. If you hold the bill up to light, you will easily see the strip and writing on it. The denomination is spelled out on bills up to the $50 and those and higher have numerals. 
9. Color shifting ink is also present. The ink has a tendency to look as though it is changing color as you tilt the bill. This is present on $10 and higher.
10. Black light analysis. Hold the bill up to black light, the plastic strip will glow in different colors. The $5 glows blue, $10 glows orange, $20 glows green, $50 glows yellow and the $100 glows red. This is very effective, this one cannot be faked.
11. Run your finger over the vest of the bill, you should feel distinctive ridges. This can be found in the portrait, on the jacket of the person.

Short Change Artists

To understand Short Change Artists, it almost feels as though we need a degree in physics or something to understand what they are doing.  We recommend reading this example slowly to get the gist of what is happening. This story was found at: http://fraudtech.bizland.com/short_change.htm.  There is a lot of interesting information on the website, we recommend checking it out.
Step 1: Con person buys a low price item, usually less than a dollar. He gives the cashier $10.
Step 2: When the cashier hands back the change, the con says, “I really didn’t want this change, and I’m sure you could use it more than I could.” He then offers the cashier ten $1 bills in exchange for the $10 bill.
Step 3: The con must now get you to hand over the $10 (that belongs to YOU). This is accomplished by holding onto the money until the clerk offers the $10 bill. The con must simultaneously take the $10 bill while handing over the expected change money. What the con will hand you is nine $1 bills and a $10 bill, for a total of $19. (At this point you will be holding $10 that belongs to you, and nine of the con’s dollars.)
Step 4: When the cashier notices the con artist (customer) “mistake”, the individual acts surprised and thanks you for catching the error. If you fail to catch it, the con will bring it up and ask you to recount the money to make sure. Once you are aware you are holding $19 instead of $10, the con will say something like, “Here, I’ll add another dollar to the $19 I gave you in exchange for a $20 bill.” The con hands you a $1 bill and takes the $20, leaving with a $10 profit. (Remember , $10 of that money belonged to the store in the original transaction, which you gave change for already.)

Insist on one transaction at a time, finishing it completely before starting another one. This will help you prevent the con from being successful!
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