[image: C:\Users\Kathy\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\C5WHE03T\MCj03985990000[1].wmf]
Volume 12 Issue 3                    THE FLEA PRESS                   March 2010
[image: C:\Users\Kathy\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\UE94DZMN\MCj03982190000[1].wmf]
                                                        
                                                         Events in March
· March 2nd is Dr. Seuss’ birthday. For those of us who have kids or grandkids in school, the celebrations will certainly commence with pajama parties, samplings of green eggs and ham and the like. 
· The Tennessee Flea Market Association meeting is Tuesday, March 9, 2010 at 11:00 am, at the Sweetwater Flea Market. All vendors are welcome.
· Get ready to set the clocks up March 14th. Daylight Savings Time begins again.  Another sign that the long winter is almost over.
· St. Patrick’s Day is Wednesday, March 17th. Don’t forget to wear your green and avoid getting pinched.
· The first official day of Spring is Saturday, March 20th. This one can’t get here fast enough!
· Passover is March 30th; many of us will be getting ready for the Easter holiday to come on April 4th.
· Spring break holidays will be starting in the northern states throughout the month of March. Traffic counts will certainly rise as tourists begin to return to the vacation mecca of Sevier County.
· Follow us on Facebook! Vendors are welcome to post any specials you may be running in your booths to our wall.

                                                     Merchandise Requirements  
                                                           Quoted from signed contracts  

The Flea Press has run this piece in the past, we just wanted to remind our vendors that counterfeit merchandise will not be tolerated at the Great Smokies Flea Market.

“The selling of any reproduced licensed merchandise without the written permission from the owner of the product is strictly prohibited on this property. Any products that are copyrighted or have a registered trade mark shall not be copied or reproduced for sale at GSFM. Reproductions and distribution of any copyrighted material including audio CS’s or cassette tapes without authorization from the copyright owner is strictly prohibited. All merchandise being sold by the dealer shall be listed. Any changes must have written approval of management. The sale of any alcoholic beverages and/or fireworks is strictly prohibited. Management reserves the right to restrict the sale, display, or distribution of any objectionable printed material, photographs, films, books etc. Guns and knives sold on the premises must not be carried throughout GSFM without being packaged. No handbills will be given out on the premises unless express written consent is obtained from management. GSFM does not condone the sale of counterfeit merchandise and is not responsible for any merchandise sold. No animals may be sold on the property without special permission from management. No animals may be given away on the property.” 

                                                          



Flea Market Ministry

“The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, He restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” (Psalm 23)
     This chapter in the bible is probably one of the most quoted. It is a certain reminder that the Lord is always with us, and always there to comfort us. We hope everyone is enjoying the last of winter and looking forward to the greener pastures of Spring. May God bless!


St Patrick’s Day History

St Patrick’s Day is named for Patrick, a saint who worked to convert Ireland to Christianity. He lived in approximately the 4th century. Born in Scotland or England, after many escapes from near death he entered a monastery and eventually went to Ireland. Patrick traveled across Ireland to bring religion into the lives of the people. One of his better legends is the story of putting a curse on venomous snakes and they all went into the sea and drowned. We could all use a little of that in this neck of the woods. 
THE MAGIC SHAMROCK
Three is Ireland's magic number. Hence the Shamrock. Crone, Mother and Virgin. Love, Valour and Wit.. Faith, Hope and Charity. Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Numbers played an important role in Celtic symbolism. Three was the most sacred and magical number. It multiplies to nine, which is sacred to Brigit. Three may have signified totality: past, present and future OR behind, before and here OR sky, earth and underworld.  Everything good in Ireland comes in threes. The rhythm of story telling in the Irish tradition is based on threefold repetition. This achieves both intensification and exaggeration. Even today in quality pub talk, a raconteur can rarely resist a third adjective, especially if it means stretching a point. "Three accomplishments well regarded in Ireland: a clever verse, music on the harp, the art of shaving faces."  
THE LEPRECHAUN
The Leprechaun is an Irish fairy. He looks like a small, old man (about 2 feet tall), often dressed like a shoemaker, with a cocked hat and a leather apron. According to legend, leprechauns are aloof and unfriendly, live alone, and pass the time making shoes. They also possess a hidden pot of gold.  Treasure hunters can often track down a leprechaun by the sound of his shoemaker's hammer. If caught, he can be forced (with the threat of bodily violence) to reveal the whereabouts of his treasure, but the captor must keep their eyes on him every second. If the captor's eyes leave the leprechaun (and he often tricks them into looking away), he vanishes and all hopes of finding the treasure are lost. 
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